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FACT CHECK
Total Population (Washington Co.): 20,603

Home Ownership: Over 81.6% of residents own their  
     own home. Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Median Household Income: $65,565

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Pilot-Tribune/Clipper Monday 
Regular Ads - 8:30 a.m.
Ad Proofs - Friday 1 p.m.

Arlington Citizen Tuesday
Regular Ads -  1 p.m.
Ad Proofs - Tuesday 11 a.m.

Enterprise Wednesday 
Regular Ads - 1 p.m.
Ad Proofs - Tuesday 5 p.m.

COLUMN - INCHES 
1 col. - 1.83� 
2 col. - 3.79�   
3 col. - 5.75�  
4 col. - 7.71�  
5 col. - 9.55�  
6  col.- 11.6�
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Reach over 30,000 readers 
for only $17.75 pci!

Washington County
PT/Clipper/Arlington Combo 
R 30,050  C 12,020 P TUES/THURS
OR $17.75 CDR $19.25

Pilot-Tribune/Clipper 
R 28,625 C 11,450 P TUES  
OR $15.75 CDR $17.25

Pilot-Tribune 
R 8,000 C 3,200    P TUES 
OR $11.50  CDR NA

 
The Enterprise
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PT/Clipper/Enterprise Combo 
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CR $23.80  CDR $26.90

Arlington Citizen 
R 1,425 C 570 P THUR 
OR $8.25 CR $9.25 

Add full color to your ad for
$95 per publication.
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Hoops: Creighton recruit scores 
27 as Platteview beats Eagles 9

Arlington Citizen
BY TERESA HOFFMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

Marcia Herring said seek-
ing input from residents isn’t 
always common practice for  
Nebraska school districts, so 
she commended administra-
tors and board members for 
being willing to offer the op-
portunity to its residents. 

Herring, director of board 
leadership for the Nebraska 
Association of School Boards, 
was on hand to facilitate dis-
cussion of the district’s goals 
as part of a community en-
gagement meeting attended by 
25 residents Thursday. 

"They are providing you 
with the opportunity to have 

a voice in the future of this 
school district," Herring told 
residents. "Celebrate the fact 
that you have a progressive 
board and administration 
that is willing to set goals and 
focus their planning for the 
future."

The district held similar 
community engagement meet-
ings in 2014 and, as a result, 
came up with four goals for 
the district and objectives to 
accomplish them. The goal 
areas are budget, community 
engagement, facilities and 
student performance. 

Before seeking input of 
those in attendance at last 
week’s meeting, board Presi-
dent Matt O’Daniel gave an 

overview of what has been 
accomplished thus far in ad-
dressing the goals set three 
years ago. 

For the budget goal, the 
district has submitted grant 
applications for a range of proj-
ects and has received funding 
for others, such as a track 
resurfacing project. 

In community engagement, 
the district has started a 
before- and after-school pro-
gram in conjunction with the 
Fremont Family YMCA. For 
facilities, administrators have 
set a goal of having more drills 
and completing staff training 

Residents weigh in on future needs of district 

TERESA HOFFMAN | ARLINGTON CITIZEN
The Beam Family at 710 N. Eighth St. won the best yard theme display during the Christmas Lights 
Tour funraiser sponsored by the Arlington Post Prom Committee. The event also included a soup sup-
per at the Arlington Vet�s Club. TERESA HOFFMAN | ARLINGTON CITIZEN

The Grothe family won the best small scale display prize during the Christmas Lights Tour funraiser 
sponsored by the Arlington Post Prom Committee. 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOUR

Arlington scores 
well on statewide 

assessments 
BY TERESA HOFFMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

It was a good testing year for fourth-
graders at Arlington Public Schools, as 
100 percent of the students were deemed 
pro� cient in math on the Nebraska State 
Accountability (NeSA) test taken this past 
spring. 

The test results were released earlier 
this month and presented to the Arlington 
Board of Education during its monthly 
meeting Monday by Nichole Fairhead, the 
district’s curriculum and assessment direc-
tor. 

The fourth-grade score was well above 
the state average of 75 percent. Seventh-
graders also fared well in math, with 92 
percent pro� cient, compared to the state 
average of 69 percent. 

The NeSA test is given annually to third- 
through eighth-graders in Nebraska in the 
areas of math and English Language Arts 
(ELA). Fifth- and eighth-graders also test 
in science. The district’s overall pro� ciency 
was 86 percent in math and 63 percent in 
ELA, which was given for the � rst time 
during the 2016-17 school year. 

"In the past, that was given as a reading 
test and a writing test," Fairhead explained 
to the board. "This year, the state combined 
the two tests." 

In science, the district tested at 85 per-
cent pro� cient. 

Supt. Lynn Johnson said she was pleased 
with the district’s scores overall, pointing 
out that all but one grade was above the 
state average. Fifth-graders were 74 percent 
pro� cient in math, compared to the state 
average of 76 percent. 

SEE TESTS, 13

Sheriff 's of  ce 
donates gifts for 

BY LEEANNA ELLIS
editor@enterprisepub.com

Joe Conant smiled 
and watched 
as his stepson, 

Draven Dyson, made 
his way through the 
aisles of the toy sec-
tion at Walmart on 
Thursday in Blair.

The 9-year-old walked 
hand-in-hand with Deputy 
Nikki Kruse.

Draven, a student at Ar-
lington Elementary, was 
one of 25 children from 14 
families from Arlington, 
Blair, Fort Calhoun and 
Herman whose Christ-
mases will be a little 
brighter with help from 
the �Shop With A Sheriff� 
program from the Wash-
ington County Sheriff’s 
Of� ce.  

�I just like the fact that 
the kids get to see these 
guys in a whole different 

BY LEEANNA ELLIS

’Shop’Shop  With AWith A  SheriffSheriff ’’

LEEANNA ELLIS | ARLINGTON CITIZEN
Washington County Sheriff�s Deputy Nikki Kruse helps Draven Dyson, 9, a student at Arlington Elemen-
tary, shop for Nerf guns Thursday during Shop With A Sheriff at Walmart. 

TERESA HOFFMAN | ARLINGTON CITIZEN
Arlington Supt. Lynn Johnson talks with district patrons during a community engagement 
meeting last week. SEE COMMUNITY, 13

SEE SHOP, 8

see more photos on page 16
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Pilot-Tribune

95% E�cient

With purchase of High E�ciency A/C

      Or go to Getzschman.com

$3900.00

Save Up To

It’s Time For Our Best Offer of The Year!

FREE Furnace

Call Today 402-533-2355

* system savings may vary

G-Force Savings
* Factory Rebates

* Two Year Test Drive

* G-Verify E�ciency Testing
* Free 1 year Maintenance

BY HILLARY ROSENCRANTS
features@enterprisepub.com

It was Drew Wagner’s 
idea for the Fort Calhoun 
Elementary School Student 
Council to piece together 
holiday care packages for 
troops deployed overseas 
during the holiday season. 
Wagner, the school’s prin-
cipal, is a � rst sergeant in 
Civil Engineering for the 
Iowa Air National Guard’s 
185th Air Refueling Wing, 
Sioux City, Iowa.

In April, Wagner will 
have been in the Guard for 
16 years, having joined up 
only a few months after 
Sept. 11, 2001. Wagner got 
the idea partially due to 
his recent promotion into a 
sergeant role in his unit.

"These care packages 

will be going to troops that 
are in my squadron," Wag-
ner explained. "As a � rst 
sergeant, you take care of 
your people. This is just 
part of it."

Wagner 
brought his 
idea third grade 
teacher Lindsay 
Benoit, student 
council adviser.

"I introduced 
it to Lindsay and 
to student coun-
cil, and asked 
them, ’Hey, do 

you guys wanna take this 
on as a project?" Wagner 
said. "They were all really 
pumped about it."

Care packages mostly 
consist of treats for the 
deployed service mem-
bers, who are in various 

locations overseas. But the 
parcels will also include 
handmade cards by stu-
dents and a photograph 
of the dedicated group of 
student council members 
who assembled them.

"We asked kids to make 
cards to brighten their 
day," Benoit said. "The 
cards were made by kids 
of all ages, and it’s a way 
to make it a little bit more 
personal."

Each box contains two 
bags, one for each soldier, 
with a total of 10 boxes, 
which were mailed  Friday. 
Benoit and Wagner said 
they hope the treats and 
cards provide a morale 
boost for the troops.

Elementary school students 
assemble care packages for troops

JOE BURNS | PILOT-TRIBUNE
Students prepare care packages for deployed troops. From left: Allison Prunty, Clara Godfrey, Ellie Col-
lins, Maelie Nelson, Jovi Greiner.

Drew 
Wagner

BY TERESA HOFFMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

For years,  Gloria 
Jensen has been an avid 
viewer of  "The Joy of 
Painting" with Bob Ross.

As Ross does, Jensen 
gets a lot of joy out of 
painting, but for many 
years, her work would 
come not from putting 
brush to canvas, rather by 
painting objects. 

The 88-year-old Blair 
resident loves painting  
houses, inside and out, 
and has even painted a 
driveway, a hog chute, 
her son’s pick up truck 
and her refrigerator and 
dishwasher. 

If it can use a coat of 
paint, Jensen was there, 
brush in hand. 

Cracking open a can 
of paint is a great feeling 
for Jensen, who loves to 
brighten up the world 
with her painting skills. 

"Paint is so nice," she 

said. "It’s like spreading 
butter."

Jensen joked that her 
kids are always worried 
when she opens a can of 
paint, wondering what 
she’s going to paint now.

"I got a new refrigera-
tor recently and they said 
’Mom, don’t paint your 
refrigerator,’" she said, 
laughing.

After running out of 
things to paint in her 
home, Jensen was look-
ing for something else 
to paint, so she thought 
about all those times she 
watched Bob Ross paint 
on TV. 

So, she had an idea. 
When her daughter-

in-law, Shelly, asked 
her what she wanted 
for Christmas last year, 
instead of her usual reply 
of "nothing," Jensen asked 
for a Bob Ross painting kit 

Joy of painting
After years of watching artist 
Bob Ross on TV, Blair resident 

takes up new hobby

TERESA HOFFMAN | PILOT-TRIBUNE
Gloria Jensen of Blair, holds one of her award-winning paint-
ings. 

SEE PAINTING, 9A

SEE CARE, 9A

JOE BURNS | PILOT-TRIBUNE
Music teacher Kay Dickinson plays piano and leads Arbor Park Intermediate School students and teachers in an all-
school sing-a-long Thursday morning on the last day before Christmas break.

JOE BURNS | PILOT-
TRIBUNE
Music teacher 
Kay Dickinson 
plays piano and 
leads Arbor 
Park Interme-
diate School 
students and 
teachers in an 
all-school sing-
a-long Thurs-
day morning 
on the last day 
before Christ-
mas break.

Sing-a-long
Arbor Park
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Up To

Get our Best Air Conditioner Price of the Year!
A/C Rebates

Call Today 402-533-2355

G-Force Added Value

* Factory Rebates
* Two Year Test Drive

* G-Verify E�ciency Testing

Howard D. Thompson Agency
INSURANCE 

See us for all your 
insurance needs

Serving Washington County and the surrounding 
area since 1963

Home • Business • Auto • Farm • Life
Dan Thompson                     Brian Thompson

1712 Washington St. � Blair, NE 68008
(402) 426-4707

thompsonagencyinc.com

Middle School Boot Camp
    
 This boot camp is designed to keep middle school aged kids engaged and 
focused on health and well-being during the summer months. Youth should 
come dressed to work out and bring a water bottle. Exercises may be done 
outside if weather permits.

Tuesdays & Thursdays, June 6-22 � 12-1 p.m.
Ages 11-14, going into grades 6-8

Cost: $25 members/$45 non-members
Register by June 2, 2017

Leaders in Training (L.I.T.)
     The L.I.T. program will develop the whole person: body (health), 
mind (attitude) and spirit (values).We will assist the teens in acquiring 
leadership skills, teach new skills and the value of teamwork, help them 
to set personal goals and work towards achieving those goals. Program 
includes camp activity time, recreation and social time, � tness component 
and community outreach. 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
9-12 p.m.*
Session 1: June 5-28
Session 2: July 10 - August 2nd
Cost: $65 members/$75 non-members
* Time may be extended for � eld trips

GOOD FOR YOU. GOOD FOR YOUR COMMUNITY.

Blair Family YMCA
402-533-9622 � 1278 Wilbur St. � P.O. Box 384

Connect with us:        facebook.com/blairfamilyymca         @BlairYMCA  

For Sale 
By Owner

1068 N. 27th St., Blair
3 Bed, 1 & 1/4 Bath

Corner lot, completely 
remodeled, granite 

countertops, 3/4” genuine 
hardwood  oors, new shed, 

new roof, fenced yard
$159,000

 Call 402-533-4791 today!

Home Assist
Let Rachel Do It!

402.278.0992

Rachel Bowser
Cooking, cleaning, shopping and misc.

Local. Honest. Reliable.
rlbowser67@live.com

Blair Plaza - 114 S. 8th St. � Blair
402-426-9160 

 www.acehardware.com

Blair

Blair

Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Experience THE GREAT OUTDOORS!

PROPANE
REFILLS!

POWER TOOLS 
featuring Echo & 
Honda Mowers

VISIT OUR
GARDEN CENTER: 
• Mulch 
• Flowers/Butterfl y Garden 
• Lawn Furniture 
• Rainbird Irrigation Supplies

“Our red-vested 
heroes” are 

ready to help!
Clockwise: Gary Richardson, 
Gary Hall, Bob Fields, Mel 
Johnson, Julie Thompson, 
Jan Elvers & Cathy LeGrand.
Not pictured: Geoff Rozovics, 
Brian Christensen, Doug Kaspar, 
Tammi Hovendick, Anakin LeGrand, 
Jesse Hirchert, Alyssa Inget, Grace 
Bailey, Sharon Kaspar.

E GREATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUT

PLANNING A CAMPING TRIP?
We’re your RV-Camco Supply Headquarters!

Get Grillin’ with all new

  Big Green Egg Grills!

plus Traeger & Weber Grills
spices, rubs, pellets & charcoal

The Service Company
HUSKER DOOR

A Division of AAA Garage Door, Inc.

Commercial/Residential 
Garage Doors & Openers

• Sales   • Repairs   
• Installations

402-727-0789
2017-2018 soccer registration 

for Blair FC is now open.

Any child with a birth year between 
2000-2014 is eligible to register.

To register, please visit www.blairfc.com

Early Bird pricing
Competitive Teams deadline: 

June 10 (DOB 2000-2009)

Recreational Teams deadline:
July 15 (DOB 2004-2014)

Please email 
registrar@blairfc.com 
with any questions.

Jody Sundell & 
JoAnne Kahnk

Steve 
Stodola

BARONAGE CONDO

959 N. 16TH ST.
$167,500 MLS#21700971

731 N. 14TH AVE.
$147,000 MLS#21705685

3.766 ACRES

LOTS 5 & 6 SOUTH ACRES
$600,000 MLS#21615375

630 N. 12TH
$140,000 MLS#21705981

1244 STATE ST.
$68,000 MLS#21620263

Jim
Blazina

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING NEW LISTING

OPEN SUN 1-2:30

439 S. 13TH ST., TEKAMAH
$250,000 MLS#21703909

BUSINESS & REAL ESTATE

710 S. 10TH ST.
$299,900 MLS#21707775

Sheri 
Matzen

OPEN SUN 1-2:30

2161 CRESTRIDGE DR.
$240,000 MLS#21708067

208 S. 21ST ST., TEKAMAH
$99,000 MLS#21706065

1349 LINDEN DR.
$34,000 MLS#21708185

2112 CRESTRIDGE DR.
$31,000 MLS#21708186

1380 VOSS DR.
$245,000 MLS#21705813

4509 CTY. RD. P38, OMAHA
$850,000 MLS#21704665

NEW PRICEPREMIER EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Your Home 
Team

Your Home 
Team

Your Home 
Team

Your Home 
Team

11024 FONTANELLE OAKS LN., NICKERSON
$225,000 MLS#21705282

CTY. RD. 47, TEKAMAH - 24 ACRES
$600,000 MLS#21707986

10420 BUCK LN.
$400,000 MLS#21708286

See all of our listings at npdodge.com

Washington County
1449 Washington St.
402-426-5008

Tekamah
316 S.13th St.

402-808-5008

Jim Blazina ............... 402-980-8400
Julie Hayes ............... 402-670-4947
Matt Heller ................ 402-615-1747
Melanie Kaeding ....... 402-278-1019
Dave Jensen ............. 402-427-3852
JoAnne Kahnk........... 402-427-3661
Bill Kermoade ........... 402-533-3783
Ginny Kermoade ....... 402-533-3431

Sheri Matzen ............ 402-427-3340

Tom Sternberg .......... 402-980-6336

Steve Stodola............ 402-278-1064

Hank/Lisa Stork ........ 402-317-9145

Jody Sundell ............. 402-533-3132

Travis Svendgard ...... 402-533-9911

Sondra Thompson ..... 402-533-3073

Cameron Svendgard
(Son of Travis Svendgard)

AND THE 
CLASS OF 2017

Mason Kaeding
(Son of Melanie Kaeding)

Deerfi eld Lot
For Sale

Deerfi eld Lot
For Sale
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Joan M. Benke, 81, Fort Calhoun
Melodie Lee Brewer, 55, Blair

OBITUARIES

Buy a GM-Certifi ed Pre-Owned and get these Benefi ts!

Sid Dillon Chevrolet Blair Inc.
2261 Hwy. 30, BLAIR, NE 

402-426-4121 
www.siddillonchevy.com#317148 & 1T17663

MSRP $47,590 Dealer Demo

Let the 
tailgating 

begin!

2017 Silverado 1500 2LT Z71 Crew Cab 4WD

$13,000
        OFF MSRP

• 6-year/100,000 mile powertrain limited warranty “from original in- service date”
• 12-month 120,000 bumper to bumper limited warranty both with $0 deductible and
   transferable
• 2-year 24,000 mile scheduled maintenance LOF, tire rotations & multipoint inspection
• 24/7 roadside assistance and courtesy transportation
• 3-month trials of OnStar service and SiriusXM all access package
• Peace of mind....Makes buying Pre-Owned Simple

BY HILLARY ROSENCRANTS AND 
LEEANNA ELLIS

Enterprise staff

An 81-year-old Fort 
Calhoun woman died after 
the vehicle she was driv-
ing collided with a dump 
truck shortly before 1 p.m. 
Tuesday on U.S. Highway 
75 near County Road 30.

"At this point, it appears 
that the silver vehicle was 
northbound, crossed the 
left of center and struck a 
dump truck from the other 
side," said Kevin Willis, 
chief deputy of the Wash-
ington County Sheriff’s 
Of� ce.

The driver of the truck 
attempted evasive action by 
nearly driving off the road, 
but was unable to avoid 
the collision, Sheriff Mike 
Robinson said in a press 
release. The silver Pontiac 
came to rest in the ditch.

The driver of the car 

has been identi� ed as Joan 
Benke. Her name was not 
immediately released pend-
ing family noti� cation.

A LifeNet helicopter 
ambulance did arrive to 
transport Benke.

However, Benke was 

transported to CHI Health 
Creighton University Medi-
cal Center Bergan Mercy 
by ambulance. She was 
pronounced dead at the 
hospital.

Blair and Fort Calhoun 
volunteer � re and rescue 

units also responded to the 
call.

The driver of the truck, 
Joseph C. Bauersachs, 61, of 
Omaha, was not injured.

The accident is under 
investigation.

Fort Calhoun woman dies in crash

HILLARY ROSENCRANTS | ENTERPRISE
Debris and diesel fuel litter Highway 75 after two vehicle accident Tuesday.

 ’Washington County Gives’ 
to bene� t nonpro� ts

BY LEEANNA ELLIS
online@enterprisepub.com

Washington County 
nonpro� t organizations 
will bene� t from a day of 
giving in November.

The Blair Area Com-
munity Foundation 
(BACF) is partnering 
with the Blair Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
(BACC) to host the 
inaugural "Washington 
County Gives" on Nov. 
28.

�This has become a 
real trend around the 
country,� said Bob Cof-
fey, BACF director of 
development.

Other cities, includ-
ing Omaha, Lincoln and 
Fremont, have hosted 
a one-day online fund-
raising event to raise 
support for nonpro� ts in 
their respective com-
munities. The event 
is meant to showcase 
the spirit of giving and 
raise awareness for the 
nonpro� ts.

�We’ve been look-
ing at this for several 
years,� Coffey said.

Ryan Palmer, who 
serves on the BACC 
board of directors, 
emphasized the event is 
meant to serve all Wash-
ington County commu-
nities, including Arling-
ton, Blair, Fort Calhoun, 
Herman, Kennard and 
Washington.

�The biggest central 
idea of this, this is sup-
posed to be a county 
thing,� he said. �This is 
not just a Blair thing.�

There are about 80 
nonpro� t organizations 
countywide. Informa-
tion will be sent to those 
organizations to encour-
age them to participate 
in the giving day.

�There’s a lot of really 
good organizations, but 
there are even more 
good people in this 
county who want to see 

ON THE JOB

KATIE ROHMAN | ENTERPRISE
Blair High School sophomore Hannah Burdess, 15, left, and 
junior Ivy Brown, 16, dressed up as a dragon and a giraffe 
for Animal Day on Thursday. BHS planned daily dress-up 
days for homecoming. The parade is at 2:15 p.m. today, fol-
lowed by a pep rally at 2:45 p.m. on the west lawn and the 
football game versus Nebraska City at 7 p.m. Homecoming 
coronation is at 7 p.m. Saturday in the Lela Neve Auditorium 
before the dance. 

BHS HOMECOMING

SEE GIVES, 10A

BY LEEANNA ELLIS
online@enterprisepub.com

It’s a day � even 18 years 
later � that BJ Grove has 
not forgotten.

Grove, a Washington 
County dispatcher, had only 
been on the job for a few 
months when he answered 
a 911 call about a man who 
drowned at Lake Arrowhead 
at the Lakeland subdivision 
south of Blair on July 4, 1999.

Less than three hours lat-
er, Grove answered another 
call for another drowning. 
This time a man had been 
swept away by the current in 
the Missouri River at DeSoto 
Park Estates north of Fort 

Calhoun.
Both men died.
Grove called his supervi-

sor.
�Go take a walk,� she told 

him.
He did, but he also � n-

ished his shift.

Trained for any situation 
Dispatchers are often 

called the �� rst, � rst� re-
sponders.

�We’re the ones picking up 
the phone. We’re talking to 
whoever is calling in, what-
ever the situation is,� Grove 
said.

The Washington County 
dispatch center, located in 

the basement of the court-
house, is a control room of 
sorts for emergency person-
nel.

Eight full-time dispatchers 
work 12-hour shifts � two 
per shift � behind � ve com-
puter screens. Each comput-
er serves a different purpose 
from answering 911 calls to 
retrieving criminal infor-
mation for law enforcement 
of� cers to dispatching any of 
the � ve � re departments in 
the county.

Dispatchers receive in-
house training for about six 
months to a year. They are 

LEEANNA ELLIS | ENTERPRISE
Cassi Hauck answers a 911 call during her shift with Washington County Dispatch. Hauck has served as a 
dispatcher for the county for nearly 10 years.
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Washington County dispatchers are the � rst to respond 

SEE CALL, 10A


